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 Among the world religions, Sikhism is relatively a very young religion. It is deeply rooted in the 
religious as well as historical experience of its founder, first Sikh Guru, Guru Nanak Dev (1469-1539) and 
his Nine successors (1539-1708). A close look at the sacred writings of Guru Nanak Dev makes it 
abundantlyclear that he was disenchanted with the prevalent social order. In order to establish a fresh 
world order, he propounded the principles of the Unity of Godhead and brotherhood of humankind. He 
put these principles into practice and brought into force the institutions of congregation religious center, 
(a prototype of modern day Gurdwara), community kitchen and Guruship.  Guru Gobind Singh 
discontinued the personal line of Gurushipand instead of that bestowed the status of Guru upon the Sikh 
Scripture that is why it is known as Sri Guru Granth Sahib and the Sikhs look upon it as an eternal Guru. 
Sri Guru Granth Sahib is the living Guru from which the Sikhs seek guidance to formulate their response 
to the secular as well as religious affairs. It is the principle source from which the Sikh concept of life--
social, religious, cultural, intellectual etc. derive its meaning and authority. It is the Supreme canon, 
which sets apart good and evil, right and wrong, virtues and vices in no uncertain terms. It is a perpetual 
source, which upholds the Holy path that has been revealed and authenticated by the Sikh Gurus 
themselves. Since its inception Sikhism has played a very significant role in the service of mankind.  
 Guru Granth Sahib is a boon for the whole humanity. In this unique scripture of the Sikhs, hymns 
or bani of Hindu and Muslim sages have also been given the pride of place besides those of the Sikh 
Gurus. The whole task of collecting and compiling all the bani in this Granth was accomplished by the 
fifth Sikh Guru, Guru Arjan Dev. The Sikh scripture is a living model of interfaith understanding and co-
existence. Besides the hymns and teachings of the Sikh Gurus, the writings of the Hindu Bhagats and 
Muslim Sufis form its integral part. These Bhagats and Sufis belong to different denominations, religion, 
castes, cultures, languages and period of history. GuruArjanDev made no distinction between their 
writings of included in the Sikh scripture on the one hand and his predecessors on the other. A close look 
at the history of India of Guru Nanak,s times reveals that people belonging to the two dominant sections 
of society i.e. the Hindus and the Muslims were poles apart.  Exclusivist attitude of both the communities 
was not conducive for inter-faith understanding. They harbored ill will and hatred towards each other. 
Sectarian animosities were not uncommon. Though, both the communities lived side by side yet they 
continued to move around their own orbits. The social and political differences were so acute and 
fundamental that they had created a great barrier between them. 
 
 Guru Nanak responded to the prevalent challenge in a very unique and practical manner. In 




Sikh viewpoint on the issues of coexistence and inter-faith relations. Message of Gurbani is 
humanistic and endeavors to bind together the whole humanity. The principles of ethics in Gurbani lay 
more stress on their practice rather than on their study. The scholars of religion, philosophy, history, 
sociology, literature and music find it as a great source of study in their respective disciplines. Historians 
believe that Guru Granth Sahib provides them with such a source of information on the history, 
particularly that of Punjab and Sikhs, as is not available anywhere else. Sociologists regard it a treasure 
on the socio-cultural conditions of the society of the times of its contributors.  
 Scholars are of the view that for constructing the chronology of the compilation of Guru Granth 
Sahib, its own material is the best and most authentic evidence. Scholars of literature find it as a 
superlative specimen of poetry and literature, while linguists find in it vital specimens of different forms 
of languages and dialects prevalent in different regions of India over five centuries. Particularly, glimpses 
of the various forms of Punjabi and chronology of Gurmukhi script are very visible in it. Availability of the 
exposition of Gurbani itself has unique significance. Guru Granth Sahib presents different perspectives 
for its study and savoring. Experts of every discipline try to study and analyze Guru Granth Sahib 
according to their perspectives and expertise. 
 Dialogue is an inherent aspect of human existence and expression of any authentic human 
activity is not impossible possible without dialogue. This type of dialogue should not be confined to the 
intellectual level only but it ought to be dialogue of concern, dialogue of deeds and dialogue of spiritual 
experiences. Interfaith dialogue indicates to an understanding and acceptance of religious diversity and 
encourages not agreement but relationship; not amalgamation but acknowledgment of the authenticity 
of others; not a move towards One World Religion but appreciation of diversity by sharing the common 
points as well as genuine differences.  
 Similarly, critical comparative dialogue at the academic level is not possible without knowledge 
of others and it necessitates understanding religious doctrines, ceremonies, rituals, beliefs and language 
of other religious communities. Whereas the spiritual dialogue relates with the conceptual and mystical 
aspects of religious experience; dialogue at the social level shows concern, respect for human dignity and 
hospitality towards persons of other faiths; and stands for humanitarian attitude towards the spiritual 
evolution of men. For these perspective, we need to study and highlight the different perspectives of 
dialogue in Guru Granth Sahib.  
 The model of interfaith dialogue initiated by Sikh Guru, Guru NanakDev in his bani is not only 
cognitive mental exercise at the academic level but is a dialogue of deeds, of concern, of an attitude of 
love, tolerance and acceptance of others. The practical implication of this message of the Guru is visible 
in the institutional set up of Sikh Religion, leaving aside all barriers of caste, creed and denominations of 
any kind. The aim of interfaith dialogue in the scripture is neither subjugation, nor domination, nor 
conversion, nor degradation of other traditions but to make them visualize the kernel of truth and 
implement them in their lives for spiritual transformation. This is evident from the interpersonal, 
intrapersonal and critical comparative nature of dialogue which is based on ethical equation of all human 
beings, experiential vision of Ultimate Reality and acknowledgement of spiritual experience of other holy 
preceptors belonging to different traditions. Interfaith dialogue does not mean denial of the identity of 
individual traditions through a synthesis or assimilation of other faiths. To resolve the present crisis, we 
need to seek guidance from the message of Guru Granth Sahib, for self-analysis and self-appraisal to 
delve the depth meaning of our human existence in order to develop interfaith understanding among 




religious dialogue. Guru Granth Sahib is verily the epitome of the catholicity, equality, tolerance and 
peaceful existence. It may be hailed the interfaith scripture. 
